Upper Deverills Parish Council
9 Beech Grove, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 0AB Tel: 01985 213436

Chairman: Miss Louise Stratton Clerk: Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM

All Parish Council Meetings are open to the Public and Press
Wednesday 11th May 2016

To All Members of the Upper Deverills Parish Council

Dear Councillor, 

You are summoned to a meeting of the Upper Deverills Parish Council, at Kingston Deverill Village Hall on Wednesday 11th May 2016 following the Annual Parish Meeting at 6.00pm. The meeting will consider the items set out below.

Before the meeting there will be a public session to enable the people of the Upper Deverills to ask questions of, and make comments, regarding the Parish Council. Questions not answered at this meeting will be answered in writing to the person asking the question, or may appear as an agenda item for the next meeting. Members of the public are asked to restrict their comments, and/or questions to three minutes.

Sarah Jeffries MILCM
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Parish Clerk







Dated: 4th May 2016
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Public Question Time

This section (at the Chairman’s discretion may last up to 15 minutes) is not part of the formal meeting of the Council and minutes will not be produced.

A Report from the Unitary Councillor and a Report from Rural Police Department will be heard if required

Agenda
1. Election of Chairman LGA 1972 ss 15 & 34
2. Election of Vice Chairman LGA 1972 ss 15 & 34

3. Councillors to sign their Acceptance of Office LGA 1972 Section 83(30
4. Acceptance of apologies for absence 

Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record to be kept of the members present and that this record form part of the minutes of the meeting. Members who cannot attend a meeting should tender apologies to the Parish Clerk as it is usual for the grounds upon which apologies are tendered also to be recorded. Under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act1972, members present must decide whether the reason(s) for a member's absence are accepted.

5. Dispensations

Council is asked to discuss any written requests for dispensation the Clerk may have received from Councillors. 

6. Declarations of interest, members to declare any interest they may have in agenda items that accord with the requirements of the relevant authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulation 2012 (SI 2012/1464) (NB this does not preclude any later declarations) 
7. Exclusion of the Press and Public Standing Order #1c The Parish Council may exercise their right to exclude the public and press by resolution from a closed meeting due to the confidential nature to be discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

8. To receive and sign the minutes of the Planning meeting held on 27th March 2016 Previously circulated) LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1)

9. Chairman’s announcements

10. Appointment of Committee Members LGA 1972 sections 101-106 and schedule 12

Council is asked to discuss the appointment of members to the below committee and Working Groups. Council is also asked to resolve if any new committees are required. 
Staffing Committee – Vice Chairman and two other Councillors
The below working parties have been in existence, Council is asked if it wishes to continue with the use of working parties and if so allocate the below:

River Action Group – One Councillor

Traffic Action Group – One Councillor

Broadband Action Group – One Councillor

11. Review of Delegation arrangements to Committees, Sub Committees LG & housing Act 1989 s 13 Parish & Community Councils (Committees regulations) 1990 SI 1990/2476 LGA 1972 s 101
Council is asked to discuss the arrangements to committees and sub committees if it has resolved to set them up. Confirmation of the terms of reference, the number of members (including, if appropriate, substitute councillors) and receipt of nominations to them) 
12. Review and Adoption of Parish Documentation

Council is asked to resolve the continued implementation of the procedural documents listed below:
Financial Standing Orders & Standing Orders Update

Council is asked to resolve the update alterations the clerk has actioned to the Councils Financial Standing Orders and Standing Orders. This is to cover the new procurement procedures brought into place, see attached documentation. (Any changes to the Financial Standing Orders and Standing Orders need to be approved in draft form then approved in their final form at the next Council meeting.) This resolution is to approve the final documentation.

Council is asked to review and resolve the adoption of the following Policies already in place, Code of Conduct, Asset Register, Complaints Policy, Complaints procedure, Data Protection Licence, Equal Opportunity’s, Email Policy, Emergency Planning – Flood Plan, Lone Working & Isolated Working Policy, Grant Policy, Community Engagement Statement of Internet, Document Management Policy or Record Keeping Policy, Freedom of Information, Filming, Photography, Audio recording and Social Media reporting, Risk Assessment, Dignity at Work/Bullying and Harassment Policy, Child Protection and Vulnerable Adults Policy, Staff and Councillor Training Development Policy.
13. Planning – For Comment
Application Ref: 16/03798/TCA
Application for Work to Trees in a Cons Area

Proposal:-  Two Beech trees - fell

At:     The Manor House, Brixton Deverill, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 7EJ
Council is asked to discuss the above planning application and inform the Clerk of its comments.

(In planning matters the Council acts as a consultee of the principal authority. The Principal authority being the deciding body for planning applications)

Planning – Decisions

Planning Application No 16/00327/FUL

Proposal: Erection of two dwellings and associated external works.

Location: Whitepits Kingston Deverill Warminster BA12 7HD
Decision: to be reported 24th May 2016
14. Planning Update Discussions

Council is asked to note the reply from the Wiltshire Council Enforcement Officer re 16/00239/ENF Unauthorised erection of barn land South of Pen Hill, Pen Hill Monkton Deverill.
I can advise that the barn in question was erected under permitted development rights, under Schedule 2, part 6, Class A, of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015. 

The case officer determined that prior approval for the barn was not required, as it met the criteria for permitted development. The applicant was advised on 28th August 2015. All the relevant documentation can be found here https://unidoc.wiltshire.gov.uk/UniDoc/Document/Search/DSA,854520 
In the circumstance, I confirm that there is no breach of planning control, and shall close my file accordingly.
Council is asked to discuss the below motion put by Councillor Richard Cousens:

To review the above Wiltshire Council reply to our original submission.  There is a requirement to review the nature of the construction in relation to the original application.  There would appear to be a number of discrepancies as follows:

•The roof colour is defined within the application as olive green.  The roof is actually reflective metal - not green.

•The purpose of the building is described within the application as “storage of animal feeds”.  It is actually being used as a tractor shed.

•The development is described within the application as not being more than 25 meters from a metalled road.  The existing barn is actually more than 25 metres from the Hindon Road.

•Within the application, the applicant states that the site cannot be seen from a public road.  This is completely incorrect.  It is visible not only from the Hindon Road but also from the Street in Monkton Deverill

•It is stated within the WC decision letter that the applicant has a holding of land in excess of 5 hectares.  Given that the field in which the barn is situated is less than 5 hectares, it is necessary to determine the nature of the applicant’s other land holdings.

•The declaration within the application has not been signed by either the applicant or agent.  It is blank. It could therefore be argued that the entire application is invalid.

I sense that the nature of the construction deviates markedly from that described within the original application and that therefore the matter should continue to be challenged by the Upper Deverills Parish Council.  The Wiltshire Council authority may even lack validity.

15. Parish Steward – Highways

Speed Indicator Device

Council is asked to hear a report back from Councillor Bridget Beattie on her meeting with the Area Highways Engineer.

Wiltshire Council Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984
Council is asked to note the below notice.

Temporary Closure of: A350 (Part) Warminster, Longbridge Deverill, Brixton Deverill

and Chicklade (Ref: TTRO 4281)

Notice is hereby given that the Wiltshire Council has made an Order to close temporarily to all traffic: A350 (Part) Warminster, Longbridge Deverill, Brixton Deverill and Chicklade; from its junction with A36 Warminster Bypass to its junction with A303.
To enable: Wiltshire Council to carry out kerbing, carriageway resurfacing / patching, road marking and adjustment of ironworks.
Alternative route: via A350 (unaffected length) – A303 – A36 and vice versa.

The closure and diversion route will be clearly indicated by traffic signs.

This Order will come into operation on 22 June 2016 and it is anticipated that the closure will be required on weeknights only between the hours of 19.00 and midnight until 1 July 2016. It is anticipated that the works will take the stated duration to complete depending upon weather conditions. Access will be maintained for residents and businesses, although delays are likely due to the nature of the works. The Order will have a maximum duration of 18 months.
18. Rights of Way

Council is asked to hear an update from Councillor Louise Stratton re the outlined proposal to link two existing footpaths in the Upper Deverills so that walkers could cross the river by the Brixton Deverill pumping station.  This would necessitate a permissive path through the Wessex Water facility and another along a fence-line belonging to Whitecliff Farm. Wiltshire Council had indicated to council that if the owners gave permission they would be happy to trial the right of way.
19. Broadband Action Group

Council is asked to hear an update from Councillor Robin Greenwood, if required.

20. Parish Plan

Council is asked to discuss actioning a review of the parish plan actions and reviewing the Parish Plan with one of the Working Party. 
21. Unity Trust Bank
Council is asked to discuss the recent correspondence from Unity Trust Bank indicating that a new service tariff a £6.00 monthly fee will be introduced from the 4th June 2016. This has been discussed on the clerk’s forum as all town and parish councils have had the same correspondence. It has been noted that other high street banks are charging £6.50 per month for internet banking now.
Council is also asked to confirm the removal of the outgoing clerk as the administrator from the Unity Trust Bank Account and addition of the new clerk. Council is asked to action the mandate.
22. Insurance Renewal & Risk Assessment 
Council is asked to discuss the renewal of the Insurance policy; due to the volume of documentation, the documents will be circulated by email to Councillors. Council is also asked to review and approve the Risk Assessment for the year ahead.

23. Data Protection Registration - Renewal Due 

Council is asked to note that its registration as a data controller under the Data Protection Act will expire on 19/05/2016. It is legally required to renew its registration each year unless it no longer needs to be registered because its circumstances have changed. The Clerk can confirm that the Data Registration is still required as the circumstances of the Council have not changed from last year. Council is therefore asked to approve the renewal cost of £35. 
24. Wiltshire Association of Local Councils

Council is asked to approve the renewal of its membership to the Wiltshire Association of Local Council. The Councils membership gives it access to legal advise and legal updates, Council and Councillor development. The cost is £134.00 this calculation is made up from the number of electoral it will cover within the parish and has a budget allocated to it.
25. Year End Accounts

Council is asked to note that the submission date is the 3rd June 2016. Council is asked to discuss and resolve the date of commencement of period for the exercise of elector’s public rights.

(Inspection and notice periods) The recommendation by the clerk would be to cover the period Friday 3rd June 2016 to Thursday 14th July 2016. This will need to be approved with the new incoming clerk.
26. Year End Accounts Section One Annual Return 
Council is asked to approve section one of the Annual return (the Annual Governance Statement 2015/2016) 
Councillors will be asked the following statements:

1. ‘We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements. 

2. ‘We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.’ 

3. ‘We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and proper practices that could have a significant financial effect on the ability of the council to conduct its business or on its finances.’ 

4. ‘We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.’ 

5. ‘We carried out an assessment of the risks facing the council and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required.’ 

6. ‘We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the council’s accounting records and control systems.’ 

7. ‘We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit.’ 

8. ‘We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on the council and where appropriate have included them in the accounting statements.’ 
9. (For Local Councils only) Trust funds including charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing trustee we discharged our accountability responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including financial reporting and if required, independent examinations or audit. (The clerk advises that this items is not applicable for the Upper Deverills Parish Council so the NA box needs to be ticked)
27. Year End Accounts Section Two Annual Return 
Council is asked to approve section 2 of the Annual return (the Accounting Statements 2015/2016) and to note that the fee for the external audit for Income and expenditure £10,001 to £25,000 is £100.00 plus VAT. 

28. Year End Accounts Account & Audit Regulations 2003 reg 4 

Council is asked to approve the year-end accounts and approve the Annual Governance Statement 2015/2016. The Council is asked to witness the signature of the Chairman on the External Audit papers. Council is asked to approve the sending of the audit by registered post.
Internal Audit

Council is asked to discuss the findings of the Internal Audit and approve the actions from it. 
The Clerk and Council should review the total salary payment to the clerk during 2015-16 ensuring that any under-payment is adjusted with the next monthly salary payment, together with any tax liability that might arise, the under payment was £75.00. 

Council is asked to approve the Auditing Solutions Ltd invoice for £162.00.
29. Approval and signing of the Parish Accounts 
Council is asked to approve the accounts for April brought to the meeting.

30. Payments
To review and approve the items of expenditure listed below and note the receipt of income: LGA 1972 s150 (5)
Invoice Wages Sarah Jeffries LGA 1972 s111  




£  410.40
Wages Under Payment re Internal Audit LGA 1972 s111


£    75.00
Travelling LGA 1972 s111 







£    10.80
Maiden Bradley IT Contribution April LGA 1972 s111



£      8.00
Postage Reimbursement LGA 1972 s111 




£    17.52
Deverills Cricket Club LGA 1972 s137





£1000.00

Wiltshire Association of local Councils Subscription LGA 1972 s111

£   134.00
Auditing Solutions Ltd LGA1972 s111 





£   162.00  
Information Commissioner LGA 1927 s111




£     35.00

Deverills Festivals s137






           £   200.00
Deverills Parish News s137






£   200.00
Maiden Bradley Parish Council re payment to new account bank account
Unity Trust LGA 1972 s111





           £     16.00
Receipts
Wiltshire Council Precept payment of Precept




£6873.00
Interest









£      1.74
Re - credited

Maiden Bradley Parish Council IT Usage payment account transferred       £   16.00




 
31. Clerk’s Report
New Clerks Contract

Council is asked to approve the new Clerk/Responsible Finance Officers contract and witness the signing of the contract. (Employees are entitled to receive, within two months of the start of their employment a written statement of particulars of their employment.) LGA 1972 s151.
Out Going Clerk
Council is asked to note that the new clerk’s details will need to be updated on the website, village noticeboards, in the parish news, with Wiltshire Council Electoral Department, Wiltshire Association of Local Councils, Came & Company the Insurance Company, Unity Trust Bank. 
32. Meetings for Councillors to consider attending
Community Area traffic Group Meeting

Council is asked if it wishes to send a representative to the CATG meeting on the 31st May 2016 at 10.00am at the Warminster Civic Centre.

33. Correspondence received
Grant Application
Council is asked to discuss the below request.

I would be most grateful if the Parish Council would consider my plea for financial help in the connection with the production of  my forthcoming book on the history of Kingston Deverill. I understand that the Parish Council and possibly other local organisations are sometimes able to come up with a small grant in support of local projects, and it would be very helpful if the book might be seen as falling into this category.

It might be asked why the book ‘ Kingston Deverill, a South-West Wiltshire Village’ concentrates simply on KD rather than the Upper Deverills or even the whole valley, but the answer is that when I looked into the possibility of a more general history, it was immediately obvious that such a project would represent a lifetime’s work. Each of the five villages – at least up to the twentieth century – has its own unique history, and I only had to glance at the census returns, the history of the various churches and schools and of the individual manors, to realise that I had to concentrate on the village where I live in order to achieve anything reasonably comprehensive. Of course the rest of the valley is often mentioned, and when I reach the twentieth century inevitably all the villages come into the reckoning for reasons of easier communication between them and the closure of all the village shops two churches, three schools and the Monkton pub.

The book has 5 chapters. The first looks at the early history of KD (Cold Kitchen Hill – long barrows, Bronze Age and Roman finds, Roman roads etc) and moves on via King Alfred’s passage through the valley to the foundation of the church, the subsequent ownership of the manor by the Ludlow family and up to the ‘takeover’ by Longleat in 1747. The second chapter looks at the history of the church and the clergy from 1302 to the present. The third is about the village school – this chapter having been already serialised  in the Parish Magazine. The fourth covers the history of Farming in and around the village, and is entirely the work of Richard Stratton (his essay in the Green Deverill Valley book published in 1982) together with an update to the present written by David. The last chapter is entitled ‘The Social Scene’ and aims to illustrate the lives of individual villagers and the community by reference to notable events which have affected them from the 14th century onwards, through the association of the village with successive Marquesses of Bath, by information derived from the census returns from 1841, from village records held at the Wiltshire History Centre at Chippenham, and by 20th century memories from the many local people who have helped with the project. There are also various appendices, covering such things as Field Names, the War Memorial, ‘Old KD Village Customs (!) etc.

I have been greatly helped by Alison Cameron, a long-standing friend who is a trained genealogist, but more importantly an expert in sourcing, reproducing and obtaining copyright permission for the illustrations, most of which will be in colour. I have also been fortunate in having the initial support and subsequent offer of editorship of John Chandler, a county archivist and the writer and publisher of many books on the county – with the result that the book will be published later this summer by his own Hobnob Press.

Perhaps it’s a different subject, but – as is known to some to whom I’ve mentioned it – I am very interested in the future of ‘The Stones’ in the Rectory Garden – these being almost certainly the ‘Egbert’s Stones’ described in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle – and actually the ‘focus’ which resulted in my writing the book. They were brought down to the village from Court Hill in the late 18th century and should go back there rather than languishing where they cannot be seen. But this should, I imagine, remain sub judice until a concerted opinion and an agreed approach can be decided upon.

Julian Wiltshire (see attached Grant application form)
Council is asked to note that the below brochures and leaflets have also been received; 
Came & Company Spring Council Matters 2016
WALC newsletter - March 2016

Cllr Mr Whitehead's Local Highway Newsletter

Wiltshire's Public Health briefing - March 2016

Spotlight on Heart of the Village

Weekly Email News Digest - Monday, 21 March 2016

PCC Newsletter - Spring 2016

VCSE Sector & Funding News from DEVELOP

SPTA April 2016 Newsletter.

Wiltshire Monthly Intelligencer

Dementia Friendly meeting update

Rural Policing Newsletter
Steele Davis Responsive and Planned Maintenance

Clerks & Councils Direct 

HAGS SMP Play leaflet

Wickstead Playgrounds 
All other email correspondence received by the Clerk has been emailed or posted to Councillors. A list can be requested from the Clerk, if required.
34. Parish Clerks Delegated Powers LGA 1972 s101 the Clerk will give Council details of any matters dealt with under her delegated powers since the last meeting of Council. 

Application 16/02911/TCA

Proposal: Fell & Remove Cypress Leylandii main tree and smaller leylandii within 4 metres of main trunk

Location: Manor Farm Cottage 1 Brixton Deverill BA12 7EJ

Decision: Supported
35. Notice of items to be taken into consideration at the next meeting. 
Councillors are asked to highlight items

External Audit

VAT Claim if required

Audit on the condition of the Councils Assets

Annual Parish Newsletter – Production and draft content

New Clerks Training and costs to be approved

36. Items for Parish Newsletter & Notice Boards 

Councillors are asked to inform the Clerk.
37. Date of the next meeting The Council is asked to note that Wednesday 13th July 2016 is the date of the next Full Council meeting. 

Council are asked to note that in the exercise of their functions they must take note of the following: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Any person who may find difficulty in access to the meeting through disability is asked to advise the Clerk (07540 611906) or 01985 213436 email (upperdeverills@virginmedia.com) at least 24 hours before the meeting so that every effort may be made to provide access
